
Michigan Avenue Median Informal Tree Survey Summary - March 5, 2019 
by Michael A. Halbisen 
 
The City of East Lansing recently announced a large-scale tree removal related to the 2019 sewer 
upgrading project along  Michigan Avenue1,2, but did not provide many details on which trees would be 
removed. In response, I performed an informal survey on Friday, March 1st to evaluate how this tree 
removal would change the landscape along the Michigan Avenue median.   
 
I spent 20-30 minutes surveying trees from the intersection of Michigan and Harrison to the median 
divider terminating at Highland.  I counted approximately 60 total trees, observed that most of the trees 
that were marked with pink paint dots for removal (37/60) were either young to medium sized 
hardwoods (18), or smaller ornamental trees and bushes (12).  I initially estimated that the hardwoods 
were mostly a mix of Norway maples and ash trees, which are prone to disease and not good landscape 
trees.  However, someone later pointed out to me that most of these hardwoods designated for removal 
are likely disease-resistant elms, which, in contrast, are appropriate for urban landscape planting.  In 
either case, I estimate it will take approximately 30+ years to replace these 20-50 foot tall mature trees. 
The ornamentals I observed appeared to be crabapple trees, dogwoods, forsythia bushes, and other 
relatively fast growing species which would probably take closer to 5-15 years to replace.   There were 
only a few evergreens marked for removal (7); One medium-sized (30+ ft) pine tree, and two clusters 
of yew trees.  This latter case is unfortunate as these clusters of large (20+ ft) , slow-growing yew trees 
(approx. 30+ years old) near the Michigan/Harrison intersection provide year round privacy screening 
and sound abatement for the Chesterfield hills neighborhood.  Unfortunately, these yew trees lie in 
what appears to be a “clear-cut” zone along the median between the intersection of University Drive 
and Michigan Avenue. In contrast, most of tree removal along the remainder of the median appears to 
be selective, and should leave somewhat less than half of the existing trees; My estimate for the number 
of trees marked for removal was a little higher (37) than the number given in the city’s press release 
(30).   
 
I was pleased to see that many large, mature trees were not marked for removal, as they provide a 
considerable benefit to the area in terms of noise abatement and contribute substantially to the shade 
canopy in the summer. Probably the most notable specimen was the very large, old (50+ yrs?) pine 
(Scots? red? Austrian?) on the median between Cowley and Kensington.  Also, I was relieved to see 
many other ~20-30 year old medium sized, (20-30+ feet) mature pines and hardwoods will be spared 
from removal along the entire construction zone.  It is unfortunate, though, that more of the mature 
hardwoods cannot be saved. 
 
I’ve spoken with people in the City of East Lansing administration about this tree removal, and I’m 
happy to say that they have been responsive to my concerns.  The general philosophy I’ve encountered 
from them is that they strongly advocate saving every tree unless removal is absolutely necessary. I am 
currently following up with the city, which curates an extensive urban tree inventory and provides 
guidelines for urban forestry3,  to 1) determine exactly which species exist in this stand of trees,  2) 
learn more about the tree removal selection process, and 3) what details and resources exist for the tree 
replanting plan following the sewer repair. 
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Raw data ---> Survey was from the intersection of Michigan and Harrison  to the median divider 
terminating at Highland. 
 
Total trees: 60 
Trees marked for removal w/ pink dots: 37 
1. Young hardwoods (Norway, other maples, ash?, elm, others?) marked for removal: 18 
2. Evergreens (pines, large yew trees): 7 
3. Ornamental trees and bushes (crabapple, forsythias and others): 12 
 


