
Friends of Ingham County Veterans'Treatment Court, Inc.

April22,2019

Mayor Mark S. Meadows
Mayor Pro Tem Erik Altmann
Ruth Beier, Council Member
Shanna Draheim, Council Member
Aaron Stephens, Council Member
George Lahanas, City Manager
City of East Lansing
410 Abhot Road, Room 100
East Lansing, Michig an 48823

Dear Mayor Meadows and Council Members:

We are writing as the Directors of the Friends of Ingham County Veterans' Treatment Court
to strongly object to the proposal for Court consolidation of the 54-A,54-B and 55th District Courts
into one Court designated the 55ú District Court. The Ingham County Veterans' Treatment Court is
contained within the 54-B District Court. Under the consolidation statute, there is no guarantee that
this Treatment Court would continue at all, much less be continued in the 54-B District Court. It is
our heartfelt belief that this Court has been of great benefit to all of the Veterans served by this
Court, and is a tremendous asset as it now exists for the Veterans of Ingham County.

The East Lansing District Court also has a successful Drug Court and a successful Sobriety
Court. Under the statute for Court consolidation, there is also no guarantee that any of these
Treatment Courts will continue, each of which is of great benefit to the population served.

Moreover, our review indicates no statute or rule which would allow for such guarantee. It
is the opinion of the Board of Directors of the Friends of Ingham County Veterans' Treatment
Court that the East Lansing District Court generally, and the logha- County Veterans' Treatment
Court specifically, have been of great benefit to the constituencies and populations served. The
changes that will be brought about by consolidation place in jeopardy the continuation of the high
level of these services for those served and for the constituents of East Lansing. The economics and
budget of the 54-B District Court do not gain or benefit from this proposed Court consolidation and
merger.

The consolidation statute guarantees jury trials within the population served from where the
crime occurred. Nothing else is guaranteed under that statute. The statute provides that in the
future the election of Judges will be at large throughout the County. There is approximately a24%o
minority population in Lansing and approximately l2YoCounfy-wide. The County-wide election of
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Judges would alter the electorate base for the Judges. In addition, it is not clear that residents in
portions of East Lansing and Lansing living outside of Ingham County will be able to vote for
Judges or serve on juries. The future direction of the East Lansing District Court under the Court
consolidation could be run by Judges residing anywhere within the County.

For a consolidation to occur, the statute requires an affirmative vote from all three goveming
bodies on or before November 1,2019. We strongly urge the East Lansing City Council to vote NO
on Court consolidation. We believe that the Court consolidation would introduce a great deal of
instability in the currently successful Treatment Courts in 54-B District Court and, specifically, the
Ingham County Veterans' Treatment Court, whom \ /e are charged with serving. Further, the
legislative analysis indicates no immediate cost savings would occur. Any cost savings, if it
occurred aI all, would be in the future. There is nothing to gain by the consolidation for the citizens
of East Lansing, and for the defendants in each of the Treatment Coufs. We urge a no vote by City
Council.
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