
Q2 If you are planning to vote in the Council election, what are "election
issues" for you? In other words, what issues will guide your choice of

candidates?
Answered: 124 Skipped: 3

# RESPONSES DATE

1 commitment to transparency commitment to financial stability campus-community relations
commitment to supporting/welcoming diversity

10/12/2019 9:46 AM

2 First, transparency; we shouldn't need so many FOIA requests and so much trouble getting them
filled. Second, relations with developers. Third, save historic districts. Fourth, a downtown for all of
us, not just for ritzy-bitzes and drinkers.

10/9/2019 1:42 PM

3 Fiscal responsibility. I am no republican but some things are best done privately. 10/9/2019 1:35 PM

4 TIF, transparency, not making laws based on a few complaints, fiscal responsibility 10/8/2019 4:04 PM

5 Honesty, integrity and openness 10/7/2019 7:07 PM

6 pro-development of tall buildings downtown and near campus but without the tax incentives that
we've done in the past. Transparency. Taking a deep look at how we can reduce our tax burden
without reducing services or same taxes but better services. Seems like we could do better.

10/7/2019 6:30 AM

7 Stop all the development downtown, stop adding apartments downtown, stop allowing these new
developments to have empty retail space. Start inspecting all apartments annually for rental license
renewal just like houses.

10/7/2019 1:01 AM

8 development, arts, community life 10/6/2019 2:38 AM

9 Responses to climate change, public safety infrastructure (especially walking and biking), parks
and recreation, legal and accessible marijuana

10/5/2019 7:33 PM

10 I am against giving power to big building developers! EL needs more of an Ann Arbor feel where
more creative ventures are encouraged. We don’t need more Target type businesses. Grants
should be given to people who will put in new unique restaurants and retail. Art Fair is very generic
and too many painters - needs more small creatives. Rental houses are too expensive for families
to move into Bailey because owners cater just to students, charging them 600-800 per room.

10/5/2019 8:40 AM

11 lack of pedestrian and bicycle safety on our streets and sidewalks 10/5/2019 8:21 AM

12 Trust ability, experience, common sense 10/5/2019 3:57 AM

13 I think we need fresh people who have new ideas about development and working with theUniv to
coordinate and compliment efforts

10/5/2019 3:11 AM

14 Openness, accountability, ideas that benefit the community 10/4/2019 4:53 PM

15 Fiscal responsibility. 10/4/2019 4:18 PM

16 Support for neighborhoods. 10/4/2019 3:33 PM

17 Lower taxes 10/4/2019 2:28 PM

18 Development subsidies, transparency. Government accountability 10/4/2019 1:41 PM

19 Anti incumbent 10/4/2019 12:15 PM

20 Greater transparency Deer management Qualifications 10/4/2019 11:31 AM

21 A balanced budget, no wasted funds, drop the income tax 10/4/2019 10:51 AM

22 Progress in downtown development Spending priorities 10/4/2019 10:13 AM

23 Budget; Transparency; multistory-multiuse buildings town town, 10/4/2019 9:56 AM

24 Fiscal Responsibility, Transparency, Professionalism in Government,MSU Relations, Leadership 10/4/2019 9:22 AM
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25 I’m looking for a person who will exercise prudence and thoughtful long term growth for
development

10/4/2019 9:17 AM

26 transparency, road funding, fiscal responsibility 10/4/2019 9:14 AM

27 DISCUSSION of proposed parking solutions now under consideration---goals, plans, data,
results...it's a mess here folks!!

10/4/2019 8:47 AM

28 Good vs bad deal making, candidates that look out truly for the best interest of the people of this
town and not special interests or for themselves and "achievements", making the town more
pedestrian friendly, better roads, more efficiency and transparency

10/4/2019 7:40 AM

29 Although I'm really glad that blighted vacant properties are now gone from downtown, I'm furious
about the lack of transparency and poor financial decisions the city has made with developers,
businesses, property sales, etc. I don't have confidence in the current council valuing building a
sustainable city that values what is unique to it.

10/4/2019 7:26 AM

30 protect the neighborhoods from rental encroachment; keep transforming the downtown 10/4/2019 7:24 AM

31 Getting rid of meadows. 10/4/2019 6:14 AM

32 I want candidates that will work well together, have a focus on transparency, and do not shy away
from the budget issues the city is having. I also want representation that works well with the
university rather than continuing the unnecessarily antagonistic relationship that past leadership
has maintained

10/4/2019 6:07 AM

33 Improve sidewalks and road infrastructure, too. Reduce city meddling in home improvement (fewer
permits, fees, etc.).

10/4/2019 6:00 AM

34 Transparency and ability to work together on issues instead of always being divided 10/4/2019 5:54 AM

35 Finance, environmental, safety, and infrastructure 10/4/2019 5:54 AM

36 Budget, parks, arts (want more!!), schools, relationship with MSU 10/3/2019 11:58 AM

37 Ensuring city employees that are still working but with defined benefit pensions promised int he
future contribute a larger share of their current income towards their own pensions.

10/3/2019 11:05 AM

38 I work in East Lansing but don't live here. The city is rapidly turning itself into crap. Aside from my
own experience, I hear this from customers almost every day, unsolicited. The new development is
an utter and unpopular sell-out. Parking is a DISASTER and everyone but city government thinks
so. Football games have become a disaster. No one wants to drive into East Lansing to visit a
small Target with bad parking, and this exemplifies what's wrong with the downtown. Traffic
enforcement is non-existent. I hear from freshmen that they didn't realize the town was a dump. It's
a real problem, and it doesn't seem to be getting better.

10/3/2019 8:31 AM

39 Honesty, integrity, committed. And not being an old white man. 10/3/2019 8:07 AM

40 Commitment to making EL a high quality and services city; a vision for downtown; integrity; ability
to listen and comprehend; ability to work with other council members.

10/3/2019 8:06 AM

41 Equal opportunities and representation. 10/3/2019 7:55 AM

42 Is the candidate intent on balancing the budget, paying down the pension shortfall, fixing
infrastructure, ceasing the TIF giveaways, and avoiding the following previous behaviors:
1.Rehiring the city attorney. 2.Providing benefit to the city attorney that at least has the
appearance of special treatment. 3.Treating a citizen with the gross disrespect and unfairness and
arbitrary incompetence as was the citizen involved in the driveway issue reported by Eli.
4.Demonstrating fiscal incompetence by selling city land on Ebay without an open bidding. 5.Being
transparent and responsive to local news organizations. 6.Avoiding expensive legal entanglements
such as the Farmer's Market exclusion of the Charlotte baker and the driveway situation referred to
previously. (While I disagree with the Charlotte baker's decision to refuse service based on sexual
orientation, they did nothing discriminatory in East Lansing, it is a matter best left to the
Department of Justice, it will cost us funds we could use better for service and to claim it "may wind
up in the Supreme Court" is a grandiose claim that commits our city to years of litigation and
expenses.) I also would like to know that the candidate is committed to ending the city income tax
as soon as our pension/infrastructure/police and fire needs are met, rather than continuing it to
fund programs that may have artistic or entertainment value, are not basic municipal needs.

10/3/2019 7:02 AM

43 Fiscal responsibility Downtown development Ability for seniors to age in place/age in community 10/3/2019 6:33 AM
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44 EL budget. Has the income tax helped with maintaining amenities such as Summer Solstice Jazz
Festival, Hannah Center, road repair and legacy costs for staff.

10/3/2019 6:29 AM

45 Downtown construction, a clear budget, experienced candidates. 10/3/2019 6:11 AM

46 Land use, communication about local issues (ability to discuss) 10/3/2019 6:08 AM

47 Candidate priorities and values with respect to environmental sustainability, equality across
races/genders/identities, and justice

10/3/2019 6:02 AM

48 Halting further high rise apartments downtown. Limiting the number of marijuana retailers in the
city. Returning art and cultural fairs and events to the self-proclaimed "city of arts".

10/2/2019 7:41 PM

49 I would like to know why the city, which has a 30% racial minority (no data on disability or lgbtqia+
status) population, passes resolutions instead of ordinances for affirmative action, especially since
resolutions are not enforceable. I would like to know why the city, from the library to other staff,
does nothing (except make nice statements) in order to make sure there is representative
employment. Every year the city makes some statement about diversity and inclusion yet is
continues to be all about the majority, from the types of events held to the contracts the city has
with businesses. Minorities pay taxes just like everyone else, and yet, we continue to be the last
hired and the last to be engaged.

10/2/2019 10:37 AM

50 Change in regime. 10/1/2019 12:52 PM

51 Ethics and transparency 9/30/2019 12:15 PM

52 A plan to transition college rentals back to residential housing as more and more luxury apartments
glut the market.

9/30/2019 12:01 PM

53 climate change reasons running for council 9/30/2019 10:26 AM

54 Responsible fiscal stewardship 9/30/2019 9:32 AM

55 Handling of the City Center and other Grand River development contracts, including apparent poor
negotiation of revenue streams for the City from those developments); apparently poor
management of the City (such as the city attorney contract).

9/30/2019 7:24 AM

56 buildings 9/30/2019 6:50 AM

57 Making tough choices to manage the money we have. Be transparent about decisions the council
makes. Don’t waste taxpayer dollars like giving the city manager a 20% raise or the city atty a 25%
raise when other employees aren’t getting raises.

9/29/2019 6:26 PM

58 Downtown development; public schools; 9/29/2019 5:27 PM

59 Fiscal prudence to assure basic safeties, I.e basic police & fire service, road repairs, utilities &
infrastructure.

9/29/2019 3:20 PM

60 How to boot the pathetic and unethical current members of Council. They have done a horrible
disservice to East Lansing and many of them should be in jail, along with the City Manager and
City Attorney. I’m embarrassed to live here with these “leaders.”

9/29/2019 12:45 PM

61 Increased transparency. More coherence in city development activities. 9/29/2019 12:37 PM

62 Trust in them to conduct city business in an open, fair and impartial manner. How they stand on
attempts to make East Lansing higher density/more "urban". What are their fiscal priorities, and
can I trust them to handle city finances prudently.

9/29/2019 11:24 AM

63 Fiscal responsibility, spending wisely, saving wherever possible, apply common sense. Respect
people.

9/29/2019 4:13 AM

64 Transparency, more focus on neighborhoods, deer management 9/28/2019 7:09 AM

65 Downtown development, eBay land sale, issues with city attorney/ contract, unlicensed “rentals” in
Bailey

9/28/2019 4:05 AM

66 Transparency, thoughtful approach to development 9/27/2019 9:06 PM

67 Plans for a more environmentally sustatinble community, attracting and retaining talent and
business, plans for housing, commitment to ensuring EL continues to create opportunities for civic
engagement, education, and progressive policy.

9/27/2019 8:47 PM
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68 - commitment to sound and TRANSPARENT government -commitment to taxation plan passed by
last council and affirmed by public vote. - commitment to full rights and equality for all regardless of
racial, religious, nationality, economic status and ethnic, gender, and sexual identities. - support for
a welcoming policy for all immigrants, including willingness to join in the Greater Lansing Regional
Sister Cities Program.

9/27/2019 6:21 PM

69 Economic development and sustainability 9/27/2019 4:28 PM

70 Housing and economic development plans 9/27/2019 4:23 PM

71 council transparency, student representation, less high rise buildings in downtown not more, more
community input

9/27/2019 2:26 PM

72 Transparency of government operations Funding of public employees: fire, police, etc 9/27/2019 1:42 PM

73 Vision for central city Deer control Budget 9/27/2019 1:24 PM

74 Downtown development deals. City budget decisions. Maintenance of parks, streets, sidewalks. 9/27/2019 12:36 PM

75 Does the candidate understand the City's financial situation, including pensions? What are the
candidates views about more large buildings downtown, as well as whether to change to a form-
based code? What is the candidates view of the Master Plan?

9/27/2019 12:13 PM

76 Limiting the numbers of rentals in East Lansing 9/27/2019 11:57 AM

77 - Cutting back on tax increment financing and other taxpayer subsidies for developers - Downtown
development that follows master plan; revisit master plan to ensure sustainable and high quality
urban spaces attractive to diverse populations - Increased government transparency - Bike and
pedestrian friendly policies (protected bike lanes, safer routes to school, etc.) - Evaluate role and
costs of city's legal council

9/27/2019 11:11 AM

78 the basics - roads, sidewalks, and nothing else. we must densify downtown and reign in our
spending. I don't care about the arts or other political issues. we need to end our lawsuit against
country mills

9/27/2019 9:31 AM

79 Massive developments downtown, and diversion of property taxes for them, new infrastructure in
downtown developments and only infrastructure “fixes” in neighborhoods.

9/27/2019 7:30 AM

80 downtown development 9/27/2019 7:12 AM

81 Mismanagement of city funds by current council members. 9/27/2019 6:17 AM

82 1) Transparency 2) Transparency 3) Representation for the permanent residents of EL 4) Fiscal
governance 5) Transparency

9/27/2019 5:55 AM

83 To put some fresh blood on the Council after the supremely disappointing work of the group over
the past few years. I have been shocked by their unethical and moronic behavior and work as a
whole.

9/27/2019 5:30 AM

84 I am disappointed with the direction of our city as guided by incumbent candidates. I do not
support the massive amount of housing construction downtown and am sick of the shady,
sweetheart deals for certain developers.

9/27/2019 5:05 AM

85 Downtown development and attracting employers of knowledge workers to the city. 9/27/2019 4:58 AM

86 1.Reduction in taxes and unnecessary spending, including Hannah center and other nice but non-
vital city expenses. 2.Road repair. 3.Avoiding entanglement in unnecessary legal issues. e.g.
prohibiting the Farmer's Market bakers from participating based on nothing done at the market,
allowing an abusive, inept course of action towards a citizen in the driveway issue; 3.Commitment
to avoid even the appearance of impropriety in city government. e.g. The Yeardon sidewalk issue.
4.Eliminate city income tax as soon as possible rather than just expand spending for pet projects
as city's financial status improves. 5.Avoid patently stupid decisions. e.g. Selling city land on eBay
rather than an open, transparent process.

9/27/2019 4:37 AM

87 Preserving residential character of our city. No more high rise apartments that look like office
buildings or prisons. We must be more aware of our climate chaos. Preserve nature.

9/27/2019 4:19 AM

88 The city needs a change in leadership. The current city council and the decisions they make are
non business friendly. My wife and I are planning on voting for anyone running that currently not
on the city council currently no matter who they are.

9/27/2019 4:07 AM

89 Lower taxes, supporting policies that are in the best interest of MSU and not only EL 9/27/2019 3:58 AM

4 / 6

ELi Survey on Council Election SurveyMonkey



90 East Lansing's Future 9/27/2019 3:50 AM

91 Support for police / increasing the police budget to no longer be understaffed. 9/27/2019 2:47 AM

92 Preserving neighborhoods. 9/27/2019 2:21 AM

93 Integrity, transparency, wisdom, accessibility---stop giving away our tax dollars to developers and
stop being skeevie ( the Ebay land sale).

9/27/2019 12:57 AM

94 downtown overcrowding, misuse of funds. Lack of following community's wishes. lack of
transparent government actions. crooked city attorney. Lies.

9/27/2019 12:27 AM

95 development (not anti) and transparency 9/26/2019 8:24 PM

96 Transparency in decision-making. A more conservative and measured (as opposed to
aggressive/semi-desperate) approach to commercial development and housing overall.

9/26/2019 7:53 PM

97 Better fiscal management. 9/26/2019 7:43 PM

98 Downtown development, Court consolidation 9/26/2019 7:32 PM

99 Positions on the development of downtown and on the edge of campus. Is there a plan? It seems
like there is no strategic plan for development. Position on the balance of the community versus
reactionary to being a college town. Supporting community programs that a broadly done for all
demographics.

9/26/2019 7:30 PM

100 Downtown development, tif, fiscally conservative, 9/26/2019 7:12 PM

101 Pro-economic development to continue to further improve vitality of downtown and tax base of city. 9/26/2019 7:04 PM

102 Fixing roads and government transparency and accountability. 9/26/2019 6:36 PM

103 Keeping up the progress of development in the city. 9/26/2019 6:21 PM

104 City budget and fiscal responsibility Land use issues How do candidates describe themselves in
relation to sitting Council members?

9/26/2019 5:53 PM

105 Ethics and fiscal irresponsibility 9/26/2019 5:20 PM

106 Downtown development, zoning, transparency. 9/26/2019 5:18 PM

107 Infrastructure, environment, and budgeting 9/26/2019 5:17 PM

108 Gov’t transparency. Fiscally responsible candidates. Less gov’t - we can’t afford it! Quit with all the
incentives to developers on the backs of residents and small businesses.

9/26/2019 5:14 PM

109 Transparency, frugality, common sense over politics, lower taxes (not just shifting property tax to
income tax), following zoning master plan, no TIF at taxpayers expense, cleaning house of current
council members

9/26/2019 5:09 PM

110 This is very vague but I guess a feeling about each candidate that they aren’t going to turn
corrupt? It seems like one messed up incident after another keeps popping up in local business
and government, and I’d like to vote for people who (I hope) will stick to the promises of their
platforms as well as upholding ever-so-important ethics as public servants despite a climate that
may push them hard otherwise.

9/26/2019 5:09 PM

111 Transparency and shady actions like increasing pay for the city attorney, even after he was caught
fraudulently using CDBG fund from HUD to enhance his law firm’s grounds

9/26/2019 5:05 PM

112 Merritt Road Ebay; using federal funds to improve city attorney private property; retention of same
city attorney at a vast increase of salary; Rotal Vahlakis dubious actions; violations of FOUA , due
diligence, fiduciary duties.

9/26/2019 5:00 PM

113 Proper stewardship of tax revenues. We're frittering money away on legal representation for cases
that we should never have been involved with to start with. We've raised the salary of the City
"Manager," who seems to have badly mis-managed the problems at the water treatment plant, etc.
I voted in favor of the city income tax, increasing my taxes, net of the property tax reduction. I want
the Council to get us closer to "current" with our pension liability and stop wasting money on
"nonsense."

9/26/2019 4:53 PM

114 1. Quality of life for (permanent) residents of older neighborhoods, Central, Glencairn, Bailey, Red
Cedar. 2. Fiscally responsible, open and publicly responsive City governance and management. 3.
Maintenance of quality of life generally: noise, safety, quality, parks and recreation, social services.

9/26/2019 4:46 PM
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115 The City Council has been for years operating behind the tax payers backs and making bad deals.
All of the council members should be voted out of office.

9/26/2019 4:38 PM

116 The answer to this question SHOULD be the maintenance of city infrastructure, and taxes, two
areas of governance East Lansing has performed poorly in in recent history and areas that are the
proper responsibilities of a city. Unfortunately since we now also have a city council that has gone
out of its way to show hostility toward the freedoms of religion and speech, to the extent any
candidate would dare to comment on those topics they could potentially stand out very positively
to me.

9/26/2019 4:21 PM

117 Financial stability, environmental stewardship 9/26/2019 4:19 PM

118 The downtown over development. Too much too fast. Preserve the charm of EL and stop trying to
turn it into AA or GR

9/26/2019 4:14 PM

119 Who is most honest and transparent 9/26/2019 4:04 PM

120 Improve transparency, curtail out-of-control downtown development projects. 9/26/2019 4:01 PM

121 Stop tax give aways (TIF) to developers more transparency 9/26/2019 4:00 PM

122 One that w ill consider ALL residents, not just students. 9/26/2019 3:48 PM

123 $$ 9/26/2019 3:30 PM

124 Positions on overlays. Positions on downtown development. 9/26/2019 3:22 PM
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