November 18, 2019
Dear East Lansing City Council,
Our new Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem have called for a new era of transparency, including with
regard to communications from citizens. I applaud that and write for help in that regard.
Specifically, I seek your help obtaining answers on what happened to a petition regarding court
consolidation organized by and submitted by East Lansing citizens.
Here’s what I know:
On September 24, tipped off that a citizen petition regarding court consolidation organized by
citizen Joannie Brogan was being suppressed from public view, I requested it under the
Freedom of Information Act.
Specifically, I requested: “any petition or any letter similar to a petition sent to the City of East
Lansing regarding court consolidation since August 1, 2019. I believe this material should have
shown up in ‘communications to Council’ in the Council's published agenda but I cannot find
it….” (Copy of FOIA request attached, p. 3 of this PDF.)
This missing communication constituted the fifth communication to City Council critical of court
consolidation that had failed to make it into Council’s published “written communications”
since April 2019. The other four were from the Friends of Ingham County Veterans’ Treatment
Court, the Lansing Chapter of the NAACP, retired 54B District Court Judge David Jordon, and
current 54B District Court Judges Andrea Larkin and Richard Ball. (There may have been others I
don’t know about.)
All five of these communications were addressed to Council, and all appeared to have been
suppressed from the normal public record.
On October 1, I was informed that the City Clerk’s office would be requiring up to the maximum
extension allowed by law to find what I had requested in FOIA and that I would have a response
no later than October 15. (Attached, p. 4.)
On October 15, on the day the FOIA response was due, I received an irregular phone call from
Clerk Jennifer Shuster office telling me they had identified who probably had the petition but
the Clerk’s office would need a couple of days to obtain it and get it to me. I said that was
acceptable, and I asked her to put the unusual extension in writing. The Clerk’s office provided
that confirmation of the call as requested. (Attached, p. 5.)
On October 18, the City Clerk formally “denied” my FOIA request “as the city of East Lansing is
not in possession of records that respond to these elements of your request.” (Attached, pp. 67.)
On October 20, contacted by me, petition-originator Joannie Brogan told me by telephone that
she knew Mark Meadows had had what I had requested in FOIA, because when he came to

campaign to her door, he mentioned it specifically, saying he had seen it. She estimated to me
that 75 residents had signed it before it was submitted.
On October 21, asked by me what was going on, Mark Meadows acknowledged by email that
he had seen a “letter” from Joannie Brogan “signed by 8-10 other people.” (Attached, pp. 8-9.)
Later the same day, the City Clerk wrote to me to tell me now my request was “granted as the
city of East Lansing has identified records that respond to your request.” But the Clerk simply
provided an email that Joannie Brogan had sent to the City the day before, on October 20,
following my telling Brogan that the City claimed it couldn’t find the signed petition. (Attached,
p. 11.) The new email from Brogan only reproduced the original text of the petition – it was not
the signed petition submitted.
On October 22, I asked Mark Meadows at City Council’s discussion-only meeting why the citizen
petition was not ever included in “written communications.” You can watch the video for
yourselves, but here is a summary of our questions-and-answers from that recording:
Asked by me why a petition like this would not be included in the published “communications”
in the Council agenda packet, Meadows said “we can have staff advise you on what they do and
how they choose items that go into that communication. So, I don’t have an answer for you.”
I asked, “When you saw this communication, did you see it on email or on paper?” Meadows
said “on paper.”
I asked what he did with it. Meadows said, “I handed it back to staff.”
I asked, “So it came from staff and it went to staff?” He said, “Right.”
I asked, “Is there a reason you know of that it wasn’t conveyed to the full City Council?”
Meadows answered, “I have no idea.”
I asked, “Do you know why it was not included in the FOIA response?” Meadows answered, “I
have no idea. I don’t have an answer for you.”
I would like an investigation and an answer about what exactly happened with this document
from a group of citizens trying to communicate with their City Council. In my experience, City
staff doesn’t just lose documents, particularly one that has obvious significance, so I find it hard
to believe they simply lost this and four other related communications.
Please find out and tell the people of East Lansing: Who kept this communication from the
whole of City Council and from the public? And are those persons still empowered to commit
this kind of suppression and/or major error?
Thank you.
Alice Dreger

Request #2019-151
Details
Submitted
Tue, Sep 24, 2019
Name: Alice Dreger
On behalf of (if applicable): East Lansing Info
Email:
publisher@eastlansinginfo.org
Description
Under the Freedom of Information Act and as a reporter for East Lansing Info I order
copies of the following: any petition or any letter similar to a petition sent to the City of
East Lansing regarding court consolidation since August 1, 2019. I believe this material
should have shown up in "communications to Council" in the Council's published
agenda but I cannot find it. If I am in error, please just send me the link to the material.
Thank you for your kind assistance with this request.

Confirmation of receipt #2019-151
Thank you for submitting a FOIA request to the City of East Lansing.
Your request reference number is Request Number: 2019-151.
Please have this reference number available when communicating with our staff regarding your request.
If you have any questions, please contact City Clerk Jennifer Shuster
at jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com or Deputy City Clerk Kathryn Gardner
at kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com.
Thank you!
East Lansing City Clerk's Office
(517) 319-6914
Note: This is an automated e-mail notification. Please do not respond to this e-mail.

CITY CLERK
Quality Services for a Quality Community

October 1, 2019

SENT VIA EMAIL

Alice Dreger
Re:

City of East Lansing
CITY CLERK
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6914

Freedom of Information Act Request (19-151)
Extension

Dear Ms. Dreger:
On September 24, 2019, the City of East Lansing received your Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request as follows:

www.cityofeastlansing.com

“Under the Freedom of Information Act and as a reporter for East Lansing Info I order
copies of the following: any petition or any letter similar to a petition sent to the City of
East Lansing regarding court consolidation since August 1, 2019. I believe this
material should have shown up in "communications to Council" in the Council's
published agenda but I cannot find it. If I am in error, please just send me the link to
the material. Thank you for your kind assistance with this request.”
Because of the need to search for and retrieve records, notice is hereby given that the
City will require an additional ten (10) business days to respond to your request. The
City will provide a response to your request no later than October 15, 2019.
You may access the City of East Lansing FOIA policies and procedures at
www.cityofeastlansing.com.
Please feel free to contact me at kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com with any questions or
concerns you may have.
Sincerely,

Kathryn Gardner
Deputy City Clerk

CITY CLERK
Quality Services for a Quality Community

October 15, 2019

SENT VIA E-MAIL

Alice Dreger
Re:

City of East Lansing
CITY CLERK
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6914

Freedom of Information Act Request (19-151)
Additional Extension

Dear Ms. Dreger:
On September 24, 2019, the City of East Lansing received your Freedom of
Information Act request as follows:

www.cityofeastlansing.com

“Under the Freedom of Information Act and as a reporter for East Lansing Info I
order copies of the following: any petition or any letter similar to a petition sent to
the City of East Lansing regarding court consolidation since August 1, 2019. I
believe this material should have shown up in ‘communications to Council’ in the
Council's published agenda but I cannot find it. If I am in error, please just send me
the link to the material. Thank you for your kind assistance with this request.”
Per your phone conversation with Clerk Jennifer Shuster, today, documents that
respond to the request may be available by Friday, October 18. We will provide a
FOIA request response by that date.
You may access the City of East Lansing FOIA policies and procedures at
www.cityofeastlansing.com.
Please feel free to contact me at kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com with any questions
or concerns you may have.
Sincerely,

Kathryn Gardner
Deputy City Clerk

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Jennifer Shuster (East Lansing, MI) EastLansingMI@justfoia.com
2019-151 - Denied
October 18, 2019 at 4:16 PM
publisher@eastlansinginfo.org
jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com, kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com

Alice Dreger,
Your FOIA request (2019-151) has been denied as the City of East Lansing is not in possession of records that respond to these
elements of your request.
Since your request has been denied in whole or in part, we must inform you that you have the right to do either of the following:
Submit to the Mayor of the City of East Lansing a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and identifies
the reason or reasons for the reversal of disclosure denial; or
Seek judicial review of this denial in the circuit court under Section 10 of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act,
MCL15.240, a copy of which is attached.
You may access the City of East Lansing FOIA policies and procedures at www.cityofeastlansing.com.
Please contact City Clerk Jennifer Shuster at jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com or Deputy City Clerk Kathryn Gardner at
kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you!
East Lansing City Clerk's Office
(517) 319-6914

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Mark Meadows mmeadows@cityofeastlansing.com
Re: missing citizen petition
October 21, 2019 at 12:30 AM
Alice Dreger alicedreger@gmail.com, Mark Meadows m1831@aim.com, meadowsforel@gmail.com

Alice,
When you say petition, what do you mean? If any letter sent to "council" is received at
City Hall it should appear as a communication on the website. Council members receive
lots of emails and letters weekly. Staff presumably does not review communications sent
to individual council members and, in any event, that type of communication would not
appear on the website. I would never assume that a letter sent specifically to me is
intended to be made public. If the letter writer wanted to do that, they have a perfect right
to do so.
I remember reading two letters on Court Consolidation, one from Joanie Brogan and one
from Judge Jordan. Joanie’s was also signed by 8-10 other people. Neither was a
petition. Both commented on the legislation passed last year and opined that Court
Consolidation would not be a good idea.
The city has not made any decisions relating to court consolidation and I don't know if it
ever will. The discussions long ago moved away from moving courts to retaining each of
the courts in their current location, with juries from each court’s jurisdictional area and
judges elected from each court’s jurisdictional area. I think the last meeting regarding
consolidation was in May. There was draft legislation (amendment of current legislation)
discussed more recently. Savings would eventually come from consolidation of the
administrative staff of the courts through attrition. Another factor that could influence
consolidation is the most recent SCAO analysis of caseloads. EL shows as 1.6 judges,
Lansing as 4.7 and Mason as 2.4. To balance this, there is discussion to move Meridian
and Williamstown Twps into the EL Ct and Lansing Twp into the Lansing Ct. The result
would be 4.8 judges for Lansing, 2.0 for EL and 1.9 for Mason.
I am a little worried that since Dick Ball cannot run again, if we don't get Meridian and
Williamstown we could lose a Judge. The regular caseload analyzed by SCAO shows a
need for 1.11 judges in EL. It is our specialty courts that push the need to 1.37 and the
lack of a magistrate pushes it to 1.61.
Mark

Get Outlook for Android
From: Alice Dreger <alicedreger@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 20, 2019, 4:45 PM
To: Mark Meadows; Mark Meadows; meadowsforel@gmail.com
Subject: missing ciHzen peHHon

Mark,
I’m working on a story about the missing ciHzen peHHon on court consolidaHon for publicaHon
tomorrow morning. Can you tell me what you know about it?
A total of ﬁve communicaHons, all from people criHcal of court consolidaHon, have been sent to
council with none of them appearing in “council communicaHons.” Can you explain why all of
these communicaHons have been kept out of “council communicaHons”?
Thanks.
Alice

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Jennifer Shuster (East Lansing, MI) EastLansingMI@justfoia.com
2019-151 - Granted
October 21, 2019 at 11:27 AM
publisher@eastlansinginfo.org
jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com, kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com

Alice Dreger,
Your FOIA request (2019-151) has been granted as the City of East Lansing has identified records that respond to your request. A
record that responds to this request was received after the request was denied on October 18, 2019.
You may access the document by following this link: Request Number: 2019-151.
Information in the document was redacted for the exemption for information, if disclosed, would invade an individual’s personal
privacy.
You may access the City of East Lansing FOIA policies and procedures at www.cityofeastlansing.com.
Please contact City Clerk Jennifer Shuster at jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com or Deputy City Clerk Kathryn Gardner at
kgardne@cityofeastlansing.com if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you!
East Lansing City Clerk's Office
(517) 319-6914

