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Dear Council members, 

Members of the Commission on the Environment participated in the recent City sponsored 
dialogue regarding budget issues. The dialogue provided participants with very important 
information about the real challenges we face as we consider the future of our City. One 
item in particular stood out for members of the Commission. The option of privatization of 
solid waste services as one answer to the City's budget woes. The members of the 
commission feel this option is ill advised. 

The municipal provision of solid waste and recycling services allows the City to deliver 
exceptional curbside services to all residents at a reasonable cost. Curbside and drop-off 
services include: 

• Waste 
0 Recycling 

"' Yard waste 
0 Christmas trees 

• Appliances & bulk waste 
0 Textiles & home goods 
• Household Hazardous Waste 
0 Polystyrene Foam 
II> And more. 

The City has invested in delivering and developing these valued community services over 
time and has received funding and support from local, state, and national organizations to 
continue to do so. It has received high praise for its program from not only residents, but 
from organizations who see our successes and continue to provide support and funding. 
East Lansing is now seen as a model for other cities in Michigan and the country to 
emulate. Dialing back these services moves us in the wrong direction, especially as both 
regional (Capitol Regional Recycling Initiative) and state initiatives (Governor's Recycling 
Initiative and Pait 115 updates) endeavor to move us forward. 

East Lansing is a leading curbside service provider in Michigan because of its commitment 
to reduce our community's impact on the environment. Sustainable materials management 
holds economic and environmental benefits and opportunities for all the residents of mid
Michigan and East Lansing clearly sees those benefits. 

Privatization of solid waste services has many implications, not only for East Lansing but 
for surrounding communities. Simply shifting curbside costs off the back of the City onto 
residents does not make this move a sound economic decision and, in fact, could result in 
curbside service costs that are almost double what they are now. Truck traffic and wear and 
tear on roads could drastically increase if the City were to step out of providing curbside 
services. There are many impacts of privatization, including lost investment on trucks and 
other equipment related to these services as they would not sell at market value. 
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Solid waste and single-stream recycling services are valued and widely used by the 
residents of this City. We urge you to consider these services as a priority to the basic 
quality of life for East Lansing residents and to retain these services as such. 

The City of East Lansing Commission on the Environment 

Kerrin O'Brien, Chair 

Tom Alwin, Vice Chair 

Kayla Turner, Commissioner 

Ellie Marchman Kanipe, Commissioner 

Jenine Camilleri, Commissioner 

Rose Vadnais, Commissioner 

Michael Townley, Commissioner 

Allyce Anderson, Commissioner 



From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Council, 

Alice Dreger <alicedreger@gmail.com> 
city council <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
2/3/2018 10:40 AM 
saving Hannah/providing senior housing 

I write to suggest the City consider repurposing the green space (soccer field) at Hannah Community 
Center for senior housing, specifically low-maintenance, high-end condo apartments. The location would 
be ideal for seniors, and would provide a much-needed housing option for people who want to keep living 
in this area of the city but don't have the ability to deal with stairs and house maintenance. 

This could also greatly increase the usage of the Hannah, if the Hannah were to continue to provide work
out facilities (maybe even more?), Prime Time, etc. 

Just a thought. I realize the people who live across from the green space might be very opposed to this 
idea. 

Another alternative is to try to build some senior housing along that corridor, where there is now rather 
underutilized commercial space. 

Alice 



Emily Gordon - Fw: Proposed Budget Cuts O'Regan and Ostrom 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hello, 

Daphne ORegan <oreganda@ameritech.net> 
"council@cityofeastlansing.com" <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
2/7/2018 4:16 PM 
Fw: Proposed Budget Cuts O'Regan and Ostrom 
EL proposed budget cuts 2018.docx 
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Just to make sure that the attached document makes it to all city council members, I have sent it to this 
address as well as the council members' individual emails. 
Thank you, 

Daphne O'Regan 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Daphne ORegan <oreganda@ameritech.net> 

To: "mmeadows@cityofeastlansing.com" <mmeadows@cityofeastlansing.com>; 
"ealtmann@cityofeastlansing.com" <ealtmann@cityofeastlansing.com>; "rbeier@cityofeastlansing.com" 

< rbeier@cityofeastlansi ng. com>; "sd raheim@cityofeastlansing.com" <sd raheim@cityofeastlansing.com>; 
"astephens@cityofeastlansing.com" <astephens@cityofeastlansing.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 4:02 PM 
Subject: Proposed Budget Cuts O'Regan and Ostrom 

Please find attached our proposals for budget cuts in the East Lansing budget. Don't hesitate to contact us if you wish. 
Thank you for your attention to these important issues, 

Daphne O'Regan 
email: oreganda@ameritech.net 
Kriss Ostrom 
email: kriss@msu.edu 
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TO: East Lansing City Council 
FROM: Daphne O'Regan and Kriss Ostrom 
RE: Budget Reduction Proposals: 
DATE: February 7, 2018 

Dear City Council Members, 

In response to an invitation from Mark Meadows, Kriss Ostrom and I have put together the following proposals 
as a way to approach cutting the city budget. As an introduction, we have both been East Lansing residents for 
more than thirty years and have changed our plans to retire on the west coast because we want to continue to 
live in East Lansing. I served on the East Lansing School Board and on the School Board Finance committee 

during several years of intense budget cutting. Because I believe strongly that institutions should act with close 
attention to their core missions, particularly when cutting budgets, during the same period, I also proposed and 

chaired the Board Academic Excellence committee. Kriss Ostrom was the Head of Circulation at the MSU 
Libraries for more than thirty years. During that period, she was responsible for the installation of computer 
systems (requiring massive changes to the status quo) as well as extensive budget cutting and reallocation of 

functions. The goals were to increase patron satisfaction, implement operational efficiencies and further the 
mission of the libraries. 

Central to our understanding of the budget is that East Lansing must remain a place people want to live. The 

reduction in the write-off for state and local taxes in the recent federal tax law may well increase East Lansing's 
competitive disadvantage in taxes vis-a-vis surrounding areas. In addition, quality schools play a vital role in 

city desirability. The city budget should not undermine the schools' ability to raise money, in particular through 
the up-coming sinking fund renewal. Thus, any increase in taxes should be a last resort taken only after a long 

and careful look at the granular details of the proposed budget. Perhaps we have looked in the wrong places, but 
we have been unable to find a budget with this granular level of detail. 

If East Lansing is to remain desirable, Council must think carefully core functions of the city and 

cut/reformulate services to preserve core functions although perhaps not in their current form. Close to the heart 
of what residents want is a safe city. This includes functions like police, fire, snowplowing roads, maintaining 

parks so they are safe to use, inspecting buildings for dangerous conditions. In addition, we think that East 
Lansing residents believe core functions of East Lansing include the library and some recreational opportunities 

for residents of all ages. Activities of the city that are not core functions should be the first areas considered for 
cutting. However, even the core functions can be prioritized. The list below is in priority order. 

With these guiding principles in mind, below are our proposed cuts. They are not in the level of detail that we 
had hoped due to some lack of detail in the documents we were able to find. We encourage council to think 
outside the box, and more importantly, to request complete breakdown of expenses for every category in the 

budget document versus revenue generated by the department. For example, it's very difficult to analyze 
staffing, overtime, and supply costs with the current documents. 

CUTS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DOCUMENT el budget-cut-options.pdf 

Below are cuts not included in the document handed out at 12-10-17 and 12-12-17 City Council meetings and a 

very similar document presented at the "Community Meetings on Budget and Revenue Challenges" on 1-10-18 
and 1-18-18. We think most saving can be found in these cuts. They are in rough priority order. 



1) Cut funding related to the City Council by 2/3, and eliminate Councilmember salaries and any benefits. 
These cuts would demonstrate to the community that Council is very serious about implementing hard choices 
to achieve budget savings; 

2) Bid out janitorial, mowing, legal assistance, maintenance, and other similar functions in an open, competitive 
bidding process. 

3) Reduce utilities and heating/cooling in city buildings - revert to 68 degrees in winter, 76 in summer. 

4) Per Eliot Singer's recommendation, reduce DDA to a proforma group holding loans, etc. 

5) Reduce staff overall in Parks and Recreation. Consider what are really the responsibilities of the school 
district. Make sure child care-related staff is fully paid for by fees from that program or reduce staff/increase 
fees. Do the same for staff involved in event planning, etc. Move all Parks, Recreation, and Arts staff to Hannah 
Community Center to enable consolidation of responsibilities. Study overtime costs and change staff hours or 
offering hours. In general, except for public parks, staff for Parks, Recreation, and Arts should be paid for by 
fees generated by that program. 

6) Reduce hours at Hannah Community Center, reduce staff by consolidating responsibilities to enable fewer 
staffed points and fewer people at the staffed points. Charge permanent programs like Prime Time, the 
transition classroom, and others to cover costs of staffing associated with those programs, for example, 
cleaning, etc. 

6) Combine Treasury, Assessing and Finance; consolidate responsibilities to reduce the need to staff each office 
during open hours. 

7) Reduce City Manager assistant to shared position. 

8) Implement at least a 10% reduction in supplies per department - eliminate color printing, decrease margin 
size to reduce number of pages, use email and PDFs to reduce paper usage (Example: Handouts at recent 
community input meetings were printed in color) 

9) Reduce Engineering staffing and bid out some functions 

10) Combine assessment and inspection and permitting staffing 

11) Reduce planning staff and bid out some reports or functions - have only one office open to the public -
Permits or Planning. 

12) As implied above, combine city public service offices to reduce number of public service points that must 
be staffed during all open hours. If a question can't be handled, set up an appointment for the questioner to meet 
with appropriate city personnel. Most questions don't require an immediate answer. Post regularly-updated 
FAQ posters by the remaining staffing points and also easily-findable on the City website. 

13) Move all service for yard waste bags and similar items to the satellite locations where they are now 
provided. Provide FAQ sheets to staff in these locations so they can answer more questions. In particular, 
because the library is open better hours for residents and has more parking, the library should become the 
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resource for obtaining routine information and bags and stickers. However, this increased responsibility should 

not be an obstacle to reducing library staff. 

14) Reduce overtime costs by changing working hours/job description of some staff. (Cost of overtime was not 

clear in total or by department.) 

15) Track costs associated with commissions and consider ways to reduce, particularly for advisory 

commissions and groups that are not reacting to outside proposals and so do not require attendance by 

developers and others. 

16) At the East Lansing Public Library, consolidate staff responsibilities and reduce the number of 

administrative and specialized librarian/staff positions. Hire all pages as work-study, not just two of them. 

17) When any city position becomes vacant through attrition, do not fill without analyzing how responsibilities 

could be absorbed into other existing position or positions. Give priority to eliminating positions over refilling. 

ALREADY PROPOSED CUTS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY 

These are cuts proposed in some form on the document .;;.;:_..;;.;...:.;:..:;;;..=i.:;;..;;....;;;,,;;;;..:;,__;:;.s;;;..;;.:;.;:;.;;.:c;;.· We include only those we think 

should be made. We have modified some of the proposed cuts. 

1) Eliminate Public Art funding 

2) Eliminate Community Agency Funding (listed on pages 43-45 of "City of East Lansing 
FY 2018 Budget & Program of Services") 

3) Reduce Aquatic Center hours and increase fees to make self-sustaining. Close if not self-sustaining. 

4) Reduce sidewalk snowplowing to only city owned sidewalks. 

5) Reduce leaf pick up to one final week a year. (It keeps getting extended anyway.) 

6) Reduce subsidy to EL A1i Festival and increase participation fees. Consider soliciting contributions from 

attendees (like the Folk Festival). 

7) Reduce PACE staffing by 50%; most of the problems are not time-sensitive and, sadly, don't go away. 

8) Mail only one city document per year. Otherwise, direct people to the website. Reduce printing and 

production cost of this single document. 

9) Do a rough user count and eliminate all but one or two community events. Charge for others. Remove paid 

city non-police presence at events, for example, at Farmers Market. 

10) Reduce Police cadet presence at City Hall to times that public is likely to interact in a non-emergency way 

with police, determined through data collection. Or cut entirely and use dispatch as MSU libraries do. Also, 

eliminate the police cadet at the library; it is not the city's responsibility to "police" teen behavior. 

11) Assess Helping Hands Contribution on the basis of its use by EL residents. 
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12) Reduce Park Stewardship costs and make into a volunteer organization via Neighborhood groups. Reduce 

the position associated with this. Reduce costs and increase aesthetics by creating a volunteer organization via 

local gardening clubs. 

13) Charge all users of the City Softball and Soccer Complexes full cost (city staffing and maintenance). 

14) Improve cityofeasthmsing.com website, especially by keeping pages updated and increasing the utility of 

the SEARCH function. For example, if searching provided most recent results first AND provided department 

links, many citizen phone and in-person inquires to the City would be reduced significantly. 

REVENUE REPLACEMENT 

Some of the above are actually ways to increase revenue. In general, users of specialized programs should pay 

some share or all of the costs of those programs and services, paiticularly those that lose money. Consider 

offsetting he loss of contributions from the city to many worthwhile organizations and events by implementing 

a contribution option on tax documents that would remind and allow residents to contribute and, perhaps, also 

qualify for a tax deduction partially offsetting what will be a rise in federal tax for many residents. 

4 
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Emily Gordon - Credit purchases 

From: Bernie Schupbach <nelliefox9@aol.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/12/2018 9:43 PM 
Subject: Credit purchases 
Cc: Lanette <wowlarry@aol.com>, Lynn Schupbach <lynn.schupbach@gmail.com> 

Dear Members, 

I would like to let you know that I am totally against allowing employees to purchase 
credits for defined benefit programs. The assumptions made may lead to increased city 
indebtedness in the future. No one, especially a City Manager who, in my opinion, has 
demonstrated a blindness to his own responsibility for the fiscal state of the city, can 
give any assurance otherwise. It remains a gamble. We are not in a position to gamble 
any more with our fiscal future. This is just another reason I will never vote for any tax 
increase, as it seems like Council is still awarding benefits to employees that we will 
have to pay for at a time when none should be. 

Thank you for your hard work, but I cannot accept this. 

Bernie Schupbach 

file:///C:/Users/egordon/ AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/5A820A 79CHALLCHALLPO 1... 2/27/2018 



Hello City Council! 

I am responding to Marks request for community input regarding the East Lansing Budget. I understand 

that we are in an unenviable position where almost all the so-called easy cuts have already been made, 

and that everything that's left on the chopping block is going to be a harsh choice for some segment of 

our community. 

My suggestion is not a cut but rather a transfer of management. I understand that there are DNR grants 

on the land under the Aquatic Center and that that will make transferring that parcel very difficult. My 

·suggestion is that you open negotiations with the County to make that an Ingham County Park. 

According to Tim Mccaffery almost 70% of the users from the Aquatic Center are not East Lansing 

residents, and I think this would be an interesting opening argument to broach this subject with the 

County. If the Aquatic Center were to be closed it would have to be demolished since it would 

immediately begin to degrade and become a nuisance. This would be a loss for East Lansing, of course, 

but because the majority of users come from outside our City, it would arguably be an even greater loss 

to the County in terms of lost recreational opportunity. 

I have talked to both Tim Mccaffery and Tim Morgan the Ingham County Parks director about this. 

Mccaffery called it "an intriguing proposition" and Tim Morgan said that "anything is possible," but 

couldn't discuss it with me until he had official communication on the subject from the City of East 

Lansing. 

I serve on the Ingham County Parks and Recreation Board, and as such I'm familiar with the Master Plan 

and the general operation budget, and I think that the Aquatic Center is within the scope of the mission 

of the Ingham County Parks Department and that it's operation costs would not be a burden on the 

County. The county, like the City of East Lansing, does not have any "extra" money in the budget, but I 

think the Aquatic Center is an asset that primarily pays its own way, and in good years makes money. 

The County has experience managing seasonal assets, such as the sledding hill at Hawk Island, which is 

highly weather dependent. 

As an East Lansing resident and an Ingham County Parks Commissioner I'm available to help with this in 

any way that I can. 

Sorry you have such a harsh puzzle on your table! I hope that more creative ideas are bubbling up from 

community conversation. 

Sincerely, 

Jessy Gregg, 

Secretary, Ingham County Parks and Recreation Commission 
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Emily Gordon - Budget and the Arts 

From: Jerry Jennings <jennings.jerry365@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/16/2018 9:04 AM 
Subject: Budget and the Arts 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council, 

I'm emailing you today as an East Lansing resident to express my concern with the future 
of the aris and culture in the City of East Lansing. 

For decades, the City of East Lansing has, in parinership with others, supporied the aris. 
Aris are pari of what it takes to have community. From the Aris Festival to the Folk 
Festival and everything in between the formal, tangible suppori of the City of East Lansing 
has been an imporiant pari of the success of these efforis. The City's contributions to the 
aris and culture help to draw people to our city. 

I respectfully request that the East Lansing City Council maintains funding for the arts 
and culture in the City budget and fully commits to cultivating a unified vision for 
advancing the aris, culture and creativity as vital contributors to East Lansing's unique and 
distinctive character, quality of life and economy. 
Sincerely, 
Jerry Jennings 

Gerald A. Jennings, Ed. D. 

1409 Hitching Post Road 

East Lansing, Michigan 48823 

517 333 2643 
517 449 0518 c 
jennings.jerrv365(a{gmail.corn 
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Emily Gordon - East Lansing, City of the Arts? 

From: Barbara Hranilovich <bhranilovich@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/16/2018 9:25 AM 
Subject: East Lansing, City ofthe Arts? 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council, 

I'm emailing you today to express my concern with the future of the arts and culture in the 
City of East Lansing. 

For decades, the City of East Lansing has supported the arts-visual, performing, 
education, public. 

As an arts educator, member of East Lansing's Grove Gallery and Studios, and 
commercial/fine artist, I see first-hand the impact of the arts in all facets of people's lives. 
The arts inspire, inform, engage, invite, trigger diaglogue, and help people learn all topics 
more effectively and exress themselves in healthy ways. Imagine your world without 
art .. .functional, yes, but dead. 

I respectfully request that the East Lansing City Council maintains funding for the arts 
and culture in the City budget and fully commits to cultivating a unified vision for 
advancing the arts, culture and creativity as vital contributors to East Lansing's unique and 
distinctive character, quality of life and economy. 
Sincerely, 
Barbara Hranilovich 
3422 Ridgefield Road, Lansing, 48906 
517 282-4930 

hranilovich.com 

file:///C:/U sers/egordon/ AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/5A86A3 6DCHALLCHALLPO... 2/2712018 



Page 1of1 

Emily Gordon - Arts Funding 

From: karen jennings <karenjennings 1973@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/16/2018 9:30 AM 
Subject: Arts Funding 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council, 

I'm emailing you today as an East Lansing resident to express my concern with the future of the arts and 
culture in the City of East Lansing. 

I intentionally chose to buy a home and retire in East Lansing because of the variety of arts and cultural 
events in the city. The Art Fair, Summer Solstice Jazz Fest, Great Lakes Folk Festival, Saturday concerts on 
Ann Street Plaza help make East Lansing a great place to live. I am proud to live in a city that values visual 
art. 

I respectfully request that the East Lansing City Council maintains funding for the arts and culture in the 
City budget and fully commits to cultivating a unified vision for advancing the arts, culture and creativity as 
vital contributors to East Lansing's unique and distinctive character, quality of life and economy. 
Sincerely, 
Karen Jennings 
1409 Hitching Post Rd 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
karenjenninqs1973@qmail.com 
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Emily Gordon - Budget as it relates to the arts 

From: Meegan Holland <meegholl@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/16/2018 9:58 AM 
Subject: Budget as it relates to the arts 

Dear Mayor Meadows and East Lansing City Council members, 

As an East Lansing Arts Commission member, I'm concerned about how the quality of life in our city will be affected 
if the meager funding for arts is cut. 

I understand you face tough budget choices, but I'd also argue that the few thousand dollars allocated to the arts goes a 
long way toward bringing neighbors together, impressing visitors and raising the profile of East Lansing as a desirable 
city. We need that reputation to compete for talent and attract families. 

Think about how good you feel when attending the East Lansing Arts Festival, Summer Solstice Jazz Festival and the 
Great Lakes Folk Festival! Such events need city support if they are going to maintain their quality. 

East Lansing can also be proud of its supp011 for smaller events through the cultural arts grants program. This is only a 
$10,500 commitment for which the city gets a huge bang for its buck. 

I would encourage you to continue funding the a1ts - and the quality of life we treasure - as you make the hard budget 
decisions facing you today. I hope you find a mix of new revenue and strategic cuts that help East Lansing remain a 
creative, quality community. 

All my best, 
Meegan Holland 
946 Rosewood Ave. 
East Lansing MI 48823 
Email: meegho!W))gmail.corn 
Mobile: 616.240.5305 
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Emily Gordon - Budget and the Arts 

From: Arlene McDaniel <jazzape61@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2118/2018 9:36 AM 
Subject: Budget and the Arts 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council, 

I'm emailing you today as resident of Bath - very near to East Lansing - to express my 
concern with the future of the arts and culture in the City of East Lansing. 

For decades, the City of East Lansing has supported the arts, as have myself and our family. 
My husband John McDaniel has worked at MSU for over 35 years, we are part of the MSU 

Community. I teach at the MSU Community Music School. Both of us have degrees from 
MSU, as does our daughter Rachel. Our oldest daughter Liz works at MSU and is currently 
working to finish her degree there. John was the coordinator for all the audio at GLFF for 
years, as well as the SSJF. We live just a short distance from East Lansing, we are frequent 
patrons of the restaurants and events there, which include the Summer Solstice Jazz Festival, 
East Lansing Arts Festival, and the Great Lakes Folk Festival. I personally have been a 
performer (jazz piano) at all 3 festivals over the years, most recently in 2017 at the jazz 
festival. 

I am well aware of the problems that the city budget has had recently, as well as the failed tax 
proposal. I don't believe that cutting money for these wonderful festivals will benefit the city 
of East Lansing in any way! In fact, it will hurt your fair city. The festivals bring in people 
from the metro Lansing area and beyond. Many people plan their vacations around them. 
They patronize the establishments in the downtown area. The GLFF has already has limited 

funding, which limits their ability to bring in the international artists that make the festival 
what it is. The bucket brigade helps, but realistically it can not rely on donations from that 
activity to sustain a festival of this caliber and have it remain true to the intention of it being 
an international festival of folk art and music. The same can be said for the Jazz Festival. In 
recent years the festival has upped its game by bringing in major jazz artists from around the 
country. This festival is near and dear to me, I have performed numerous times over the 
years, starting with back when it was just a small stage outside on Ann St. Cutting funds to 
the SSJF will be a step BACK for the festival, eliminating the gains that it has made in the 
last few years. The art festival has been a STAPLE of the East Lansing scene ever since I 
can remember (I came here to MSU in 1979). I grew up in Livonia, and my mother was an 
artist there (she served on the Livonia Arts Commission). She always looked forward to 
coming to East Lansing on Art Fest weekend, and it gave us an opportunity to have family 
time here. Art and music has always been a part of my family, and to see these festivals be 
limited because of budget cuts would be a tragedy. 

I respectfully request that the East Lansing City Council maintains funding for the arts and 
culture in the City budget and fully commits to cultivating a unified vision for advancing 
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the arts, culture and creativity as vital contributors to East Lansing's unique and distinctive 
character, quality of life and economy. 

Sincerely, 

Arlene McDaniel 
11303 Watson Rd. 
Bath, MI 48808 
517-641-6849 
jazzape61 r@gmail.com 
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Emily Gordon - Budget and the Arts 

From: Rachel McDaniel <mcdan5 l 4@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/18/2018 9:49 AM 
Subject: Budget and the Arts 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council, 

I'm emailing you today as an East Lansing resident to express my concern with the future of 
the arts and culture in the City of East Lansing. 

For decades, the City of East Lansing has supported the arts. I grew up in Bath, Ml where 
the arts were not celebrated or accessible and coming to East Lansing festivals gave me 
the access to arts and culture that shaped who I am today. My mother is a musician and 
has played at East Lansing festivals. My father, a sound engineer, has worked at many 
Great Lakes Folk Festivals, which my sister and I grew up attending and have volunteered 
a couple times. In addition to providing East Lansing residents and nearby communities 
with the experience of enjoying art and culture, these festivals also provide jobs for many 
people. 

Although I do not yet have children, I plan on taking my family to East Lansing festivals to 
experience art, music and culture from a young age. Please do not overlook the importance 
of these experiences. 

I respectfully request that the East Lansing City Council maintains funding for the arts 
and culture in the City budget and fully commits to cultivating a unified vision for 
advancing the arts, culture and creativity as vital contributors to East Lansing's unique and 
distinctive character, quality of life and economy. 
Sincerely, 
Rachel McDaniel 
3949 Grassland Way 
East Lansing, Ml 
mcdan514@gmail.com 
(517) 927-0064 
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Emily Gordon - Budget & the Arts 

From: Judith Bridger <judith.bridger@grnail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2119/2018 8:32 AM 
Subject: Budget & the Arts 

To: Mayor Meadows 
Ruth Beier 
Erik Altmann 
Shanna Draheim 
Aaron Stephens 

Dear Members of the East Lansing City Council 

Page 1 of 1 

I'm joining others today voicing my support for continuing critical funding for Arts and Culture in the 
City Budget. 

As a 30 year plus resident of East Lansing, plain and simple, as I am not an MSU sports fan, the 
Arts & Culture of this city is one of it's selling points. Please do not let this slip away. Thank you. 

Most Sincerely, jb 

Judith Bridger 
831 Collingwood Drive 
517-803-7813 
judith.bridger@gmail.com 
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Emily Gordon - Public Input, Budget Priorities 

From: "Hoogstraten, Charles" <hoogstr3@msu.edu> 
To: "mmeadows@cityofeastlansing.com" <mmeadows@cityofeastlansing.com>, "ealt. .. 
Date: 2/19/2018 5:07 PM 
Subject: Public Input, Budget Priorities 
Cc: "council@cityofeastlansing.com" <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 

To: East Lansing City Council 

Re: Public Input, East Lansing Budget Priorities 

Date: February 20, 2018 

I am a resident of East Lansing, having lived at 617 Snyder with my wife Rebecca and three daughters since 
2002. I recognize that there are no good options in the City's current budget discussions, and I cannot 
presume to have deep insight into what the least-worst course of action might be. I can, however, supply a 
data point in terms of the community value of the Hannah Community Center by detailing what role it has 
played in my family's lives during just the past twelve months. I am working from my calendar and billing 
records: It is entirely possible that there are things I have missed! Nevertheless: 

• My daughter Sarah served on crew for the All-of-us-Express (AECT} production of "Number the 
Stars". 

• (It is also worth mentioning that Sarah, now 15, participated in other community theater groups 
throughout 2017, including "Guys & Dolls" at ELHS and the adult-theater "Over the Ledge" 
production of "Elephant's Graveyard" in Grand Ledge. Neither of these took place at ELHCC, but it 
is the experiences Sarah had in theater at AECT /ELHCC, participating in multiple productions 
annually across five years, that she has built on to develop her interest in theater and to participate 
in these very rewarding productions. AECT has made a lasting difference in her life.} 

• My daughters Alana and Katherine took multiple sessions of swim lessons at the ELHCC pool 
throughout the year. 

• I attended the community meeting on the future of Bailey Park, held at ELHCC. 
• Alana attended the full-day school-age childcare during Spring conferences. 

• Alana attended the All-of-us-Express theater day camp the week of June 261
h. 

• Alana attended eight weeks of summer Kids' Camp at ELHCC. (For 2018, we intend to enroll both 
Alana and Katherine, who is now of school age, in this program). This program is of particular value 
to the community as the local summer day-camp offerings are insufficient to meet the demand; its 
loss would be keenly felt by East Lansing's working families. 

• My graduate program (Biomolecular Sciences, MSU} held their retreat/recruiting event for 
incoming graduate students at ELHCC in August, an important event which I attended. 

• Alana served on crew for the AECT production of "Bridge to Terabithea": The actual shows were at 
Riverwalk, but rehearsals, prop and costume storage and preparation, administrative services, etc., 
were all at ELHCC. 

• Sarah marched in the MSU Homecoming Parade with ELHS Marching Band, using the ELHCC 
parking lot as a staging area. 

• Alana and Katherine attended Day Camp at ELHCC over holiday break 2017-2018. 
• We attended the Blue Light Players' production of "Annie". 
• Katherine has participated in two four-week sessions of "Buddy Basketball" this winter. 

file:///C:/Users/egordon/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/5A8B0464CHALLCHALLP01 ... 2/27/2018 



Page 2of2 

• Both Alana and Katherine attended the school-age full-day care during Fall conferences. 
• Alana and I attended the 2018 "Sweetheart Ball" (photo available on request©). 
• Alana is auditioning for the AECT "Beauty and the Beast" production later this week. 

• Finally, at the exact time of the Community Engagement Meeting on the 22nd, I will myself be 
downstairs in ELHCC's White Theater in rehearsal for the East Lansing Community Theater's 
production of "Twelfth Night," in which I am cast as Sir Andrew Aguecheek. I therefore must 
apologize for submitting this comment in writing rather than delivering it to the community 
meeting in person. 

Again, this list is for only the last twelve months, and omits other activities (soccer camps, exercise room, 
dance lessons, art camps, Children's concerts, tai chi, ... ) that one or another family member has 
participated in at Hannah in the past. I do recognize the difficulty of the choices facing the City, but I hope 
this enumeration of the role the ELHCC plays in one East Lansing family's life is of use in the continuing 
deliberation. Thanks as always for all of your hard work on the City's behalf, and best regards, 

Charles Hoogstraten 

********************************************************** 
Dr. Charles G. Hoogstraten (517) 353-3978 
Associate Professor 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Michigan 48824 

Before I built a wall I'd ask to know 
What I was walling in or walling out, 
And to whom I was like to give offense. 

-Robert Frost 

We build a wall of stone 
As high as the trees are tall 
Higher than the mountains 
Stronger than us all 

Some day that wall will crumble 
Tumble and fall, the sun will shine 
And bring peace to us all 

--Los Lobos (Hidalgo/Perez/Rosas), "Peace" (1986) 

There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers, having been 
originally breathed into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has 
gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning 
endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved. 
Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species 

*********************************************************** 
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Emily Gordon - EL Support for Arts and Culture/Community Building 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 
Cc: 

Kurt Dewhurst <dewhursl@msu.edu> 
<council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
2/20/2018 10:03 AM 
EL Support for Arts and Culture/Community Building 
Kurt Dewhurst <kurtdewhurst@gmail.com> 

\ 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council, 

Page 1 of 1 

I am emailing you today as an East Lansing resident to express my concern with the fi1ture qf the arts and culture in the 
City qf East Lansing. 

For decades, the Ci(V q/East Lansing has supported the arts and it has been a recognized leader as a city committed to 

a more inclusive role.for the arts in community building. As someone who has served on the El Arts Commission and 

a wide variety qf'community/city committees, I have come to deep~v value our commitment to the support especially of 

the signature festivals that distinguish our community. The budgetwy investment in these events has already been 

declining and yet the current level of investment leverages national, state, regional, and local grant support ... plus 

sponsorships. The loss qf'city support, both cash and in-kind will make it impossible to attract federal and state grants 

without the local matchingfimds. Hence, in the overall picture of the EL budget challenge, the current investment truly 

results in a remarkable return on investment. 

The modest City qf East lansingfimding support also have helpedforge high quality collaborations between MSU and 

EL. The Great Lakes Folk Festival has received numerous national and state awards for being one <~lthe nation's best 

folkl{fe festivals that presents the most diverse programming qf'virtually any festival in our state and region. The 

growing Summer Solstice Jazz Festival has also proven to be a valuable contribution to providing more diverse 

programming in our city. 

At a time in our nation ... and in our community ... when we need opportunities for our residents to come together to heal 

some of the recent wounds (whether it be the budget challenges or the Nassar crime~). we need events to convene and 

celebrate our communi(v 's collective inclusive strength. We need our festival and other cultural programming more 

than ever now. 

I respectfully request that the East Lansing City Council maintaim ji111di11g for the arts and culture iu tlte Ci(v 
budget andfi11/y commits to cultivating a un{fied visionf(Jr advancing the arts, culture and creativity as vital contributors 
to East Lansing's unique and distinctive character, quality of life and economy. 

Sincerely, 

C. Kurt Dewhurst 
180.:/ Cricket Lane 
East Lansing 
dewhurs I 'Ziims11.ed11 
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Emily Gordon - Support the Arts 

From: Mike Stratton <dreamtrane@gmail.com> 
To: <council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
Date: 2/22/20187:39 AM 
Subject: Support the Arts 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members, 

As a resident and business owner of East Lansing I'd like to express my strong support for doing 
whatever we can to retain the various festivals that are held in East Lansing. I know these are tough 
economic times for the city, but I believe that cuts in the arts would be counterproductive. I am a 
volunteer disc jockey at a local radio station (LCC - WLNZ - 89.7FM) and have hosted and 
produced a jazz radio show for the past 20 years. We have a thriving jazz scene, much of it 
centered at MSU and the Summer Solstice Jazz Festival. I'm aware of this becoming a destination 
festival for individuals who come to East Lansing from not only around the state, but also outside 
of the state, and in one case I'm personally aware of, from Europe. How much do local businesses 
benefit from the dollars spent by this activity? 

Please consider every innovation and possibility to retain funding for the arts before making cuts. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Stratton 
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CHildREN's THEATRE 

January 20, 2018 

Dear East Lansing City Council, 

We, the undersigned board members of All-of-us Express Children's Theatre (AECT) nonprofit 

corporation are writing to express concern over the potential sale of the historic Hannah Community 

Center due to issues with the City budget. We are not in favor of this drastic and short-sighted proposal. 

The Hannah Community Center is the heart of East Lansing and offers a diverse offering of programs for 

young and old. The beloved facility is heavily utilized by citizens and visitors seeking to participate in the 

arts, sports, social activities, events and many other activities. It is a City landmark and a hub of social 

activity and attracts people to want to live in and visit the City. On any given day, the facility is bustling 

with activity. 

One of the programs that has been housed at the Hannah Center for the past 8 years is AECT which is a 

collaboration between the City Parks and Recreation Department and the AECT nonprofit organization. 

AECT is a program that is deeply valued and loved by its members and participants. 

The mission of AECT is to offer young people of all backgrounds, cultures, and lifestyles the opportunity 

to produce professional quality plays, study many aspects of the dramatic arts, and develop valuable life 

skills while providing outstanding entertainment to the community. 

AECT is well into its 29th season. The program is unique in that the youth participate both on stage as 

actors and behind the scenes on guild crews (sets, costumes, props, tech, stage management, and make 

up), thereby learning all aspects of the dramatic arts. Many AECT youth start as young as 6 years of age 

and stay with the program through high school. AECT is a home away from home for kids who thrive in 

the program structure and love theatre activities. Acting skills are honed, guild skills acquired, and life 
skills are gained such as problem solving, time management and staying on task from start to finish. 

Most importantly, AECT youth make friends that sometimes last a lifetime and have fun through their 

involvement in the program. 

The Hannah Community Center is a beautiful facility for many community programs. Many enjoy the 

natatorium, the basketball courts, the weight room, or the senior center. For AECT, the Albert A. White 

Preforming Arts Theater is the jewel of the facility. Losing this City asset would be a mistake not only for 

AECT, but for many others in the community that access and enjoy this beautiful meticulously restored 

theatre. 

Please consider our point of view and protect the future of the Hannah Community Center as a valued 

community resource presently and into the future. 



We can be reached at board@allofusexpress.org 

Sincerely, 

Katie Brewer Adrienne Yates 

Laingsburg, Ml East Lansing, Ml 

Todd Vanderbur 

East Lansing, Ml 

Secretary 

Cynthia Wright-Pratt Morgan Pohl 

President Vice President 

Ellison Winterstein Sara Frank-Hepfer 

East Lansing, Ml Laingsburg, Ml 

Youth Board Member Board Member 

Andy Callis Christine Fisk 

Lansing, Ml Lansing, Ml 

Board Member Board Member 

Member 

Cc: Tim Mccaffrey, Director of Parks and Recreation 

East Lansing East Lansing 

Treasurer 

Andy Boyan, PhD 

Mason, Ml 

Board Member 

Shannon Bowen 

Lansing, Ml 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Shelby Brewer 

Perry, Ml 

Youth Board Member 

Audrey Tieman 

Haslett, Ml 

Junior Youth Board 
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Emily Gordon - Letter for Council 

From: Heather Surface 

To: Eilis Seide; Emily Gordon 

Date: 2/23/2018 3 :24 PM 

Subject: Letter for Council 

Attachments: Budget Discussion Hannah Community Center.pdf 

Hi ladies, 

A group I work with through the Environmental Stewardship Program wrote a letter to Council about 
Hannah after they had a meeting there. 

Thank you for your help in getting it to them. 

Heatfter Suiface 

City of East Lansing 

Stewardship & Community Events Specialist 

410 Abbot Rd East Lansing Ml, 48823 

517-319-6888 

Be brave and be kind 
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Mid-Michigan CISMA 
Ingham Conservation District 
1031 W. Dexter Trail 
Mason, Ml 48854 

February 7, 2018 

East Lansing City Hall 
41 O Abbot Road 
East Lansing, Ml 48823 

Dear East Lansing City Council Members, 

M 
I 

{;:r 

id-Michigan 
Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Area 

Our Mid-Michigan Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) would like to thank 
staff and the City of East Lansing for providing us space at the East Lansing Hannah 
Community Center to host our invasive species training. 

The E.L. Hannah Community Center was a wonderful space for us. The rooms and staff were 
more than accommodating and accessible for our large group and is a good central location for 
us as our CISMA serves four Mid-Michigan counties. 

The City has a invaluable resource in the E.L. Hannah Community Center. It was great to see 
the local community taking advantage of its variety of uses from exercise equipment to meeting 
space during our time spent there. Our attendees really liked not only the location, but the 
unique architecture of the building as well- it was a topic of conversation! We appreciate having 
the E.L. Hannah Community Center as an option for our organization and plan to return for 
future meetings and other events. 

Best, 

Erin Pavloski 
Regional Invasive Species Coordinator 
Mid-Michigan Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area 
Ingham Conservation District 



Emily Gordon - BUDGET CUTS - ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

"Brandon M. Scott" <504highland@gmail.com> 
<council@cityofeastlansing.com> 
2/26/2018 8:21 AM 
BUDGET CUTS - ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

Dear Council, 

Page 1of2 

It has come to my attention that one of the potential programs to be cut in order to meet budget 
goals is the Environmental Stewardship Program. I would urge you to consider the preservation 
of this program in the course of any of your budget-related deliberations, as its benefits far 

outweigh any actual costs it may present to the city. 
ill 

East Lansing's Environmental Stewardship Program is, at its core, a volunteer-supported 
effort. It relies on coordination from East Lansing staff, such as in scheduling workdays and 
publicizing them in a timely fashion, but the actual work being performed is almost entirely 
comprised of volunteer labor. I suspect that if you were to look at the actual number of man-hours 
being contributed to this program, you would see just how much good is coming out of this 
program relative to the costs it presents to the budget. 
Through this program, significant results have been achieved in addressing the presence of 
invasive plant species within our parks, along with the reintroduction of native plant species 
into areas previously dominated by invasive plants. Many of these invasive plants, if left in 
place, have a deleterious impact on our parks and our neighborhoods. They serve as hosts to insect 
pests which harm local agricultural crops. They serve as hostels for deer and allow our parks to 
harbor more deer than would otherwise be the case. They push out other native trees and plants 
which are essential to maintaining a balanced ecosystem in our city. They prevent amphibians from 
reproducing. And when these invasive plants escape the parks and make their way into 
neighborhoods, they force homeowners to incur costs to manage or eradicate them from their yards. 
In addition to working to manage and eradicate invasive plant species, the Environmental 
Stewardship program has also used volunteers to design, expand, and maintain the city's 
network of non-paved recreational trails, at essentially zero cost to the city. The unpaved trail 
at White Park, for example, is now a loop trail that is usable year-round entirely due to the 
Stewardship Program's work. Portions of this trail formed the route for the White Hills Elementary 
5k in 2017. Were it not for the work of the volunteers in the Enviromnental Stewardship Program, 
this trail, which has become a real community resource, would not even exist. 
I have been involved in the East Lansing Environmental Stewardship program since 2012, and I 
have been in a similar program back in the Detroit area since 199 5. The efficiency and 
effectiveness of the East Lansing program has impressed me and has served as a model for 
improving the work of similar volunteer groups in other communities. The program has, in just 
a few short years, made a significant and lasting improvement in the ecological health of our parks. 
Over the last few years, it has become clear that the city is in a budget bind. Like many residents, I 
have attended FHT meetings, citizen engagement meetings, budget presentations, and the like. I 
understand that hard choices may need to be made in order to balance our revenues and 
expenses. However, one constant theme in the meetings and discussions about the city's 
budget situation is the need for the city to leverage regional resources and to partner with 
others - MSU, neighboring municipalities, Ingham County, and so forth - in order to 
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maximize the work that our tax dollars can accomplish within the city. I think that this is sound 
reasoning, and for precisely that reason I believe that you ought to look a bit more closely at the 
many ways in which the Environmental Stewardship Program is exactly the sort of program 
that we want to support and preserve. 
By expending a few dollars to have staff organize workdays, where the city furnishes bottled water 
and granola bars and a few hand tools for the volunteers to use, and to spend a few hundred dollars 
out of the Parks budget to buy a few baby trees and plants each year, the Environmental 
Stewardship Program successfully leverages community resources, namely the efforts of a 
large cadre of both regular and occasional volunteers, in order to address a bona fide need 
within our city. Many of the regular volunteers supply their own tools and equipment, and often 
bring additional equipment to share with other volunteers. As one of the two chainsaw operators in 
the program, I run my own saws and supply my own protective gear, entirely at my own expense. 
Heck, I even purchased and maintained a small tractor for a number of years exclusively for use in 
Environmental Stewardship Program activities! 
The Environmental Stewardship Program, by leveraging a small amount of city funds to 
produce substantial citizen engagement, is able to provide needed and valuable services to the 
city's park system at a minimal cost to the city; I shudder to think what the market rate cost 
would be to hire out the work that the Environmental Stewardship Program volunteers willingly 
perform. Because of the Environmental Stewardship Program and its volunteers, the park system is 
improved and maintained in ways that allow city staff to direct their efforts to other tasks which are 
not as well-suited to being performed by volunteers. In my view, a program that is able to 
produce these outcomes is a program that needs not only to be preserved, but expanded. 
Should you have any questions regarding the issues raised in this letter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. I would be more than pleased to meet in person, or to discuss the matter by telephone 
or in written form. I can be reached by email at 504highland(i£1gmail.com. 
Sincerely, 
Brandon M. Scott 
504 Highland Ave. 

ill 
It is my understanding that the costs attributed to this program in the literature presented at the community 

engagement meeting facilitated by Public Sector Consultants significantly overstate the true costs of running this 
program, so that may be a point that merits further review and clarification. 
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MEMBERS 
Sarah Gonzales Triplett, Chair 

Meegan Holland, Vice Chair 
Matt Borghi-Weil 

Richard Graham-Yooll 
Jessica Gregg 

Karen Jennings 
Erin Sedmak 

VACANT 
VACANT 

City Council Liaison 
Aaron Stephens 

Staff Liaison 
Wendy Wilmers Longpre 

(517) 319-6940 

City of East Lansing 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

DEPARTMENT 
410 Abbot Road 

East Lansing, Ml 48823 

(517) 337-1731 
www.cityofeastlansing_com 

ARTS COMMISSION 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 

February 23, 2018 

Dear City Council members, 

The East Lansing Arts Commission understands the budget challenges that you face in 
dealing with underfunded legacy costs. 

As your budget talks progress, we ask that you keep the importance of arts funding in 
mind. While the dollar numbers are low for the cultural grants and the arts, jazz and folk 
festivals, we believe the impact on the community is very high. 

The festivals attract not only a regional audience but also bring together neighbors, 
building a sense of pride in our city. Because all three set a high standard for musical acts 
and art, they serve an educational function that audiences could not otherwise access in the 
tri-county region. 

We are especially concerned that the city could potentially lose a crucial coordinator 
position for the arts and festivals. This would not only harm the city's creative offerings but 
would also place additional strain on other departments to oversee permanent artwork 
installed across East Lansing. 

We also want to encourage citizens to engage in conversations on the city budget and in 
particular, attend the budget hearings. 

We wish you well as you make tough decisions concerning our budget, and thank you in 
advance for your consideration of the arts. 

Signed, 

Chairperson 
East Lansing Arts Commission 



MEMBERS 
Gary Beaudoin, Chair 
Pam Weil, Vice Chair 

EJ Buss 
Linda Hegstrom 
Nathan Triplett 

Merle Heidemann 

City Council Liaison 
Shanna Draheim 

Staff Liaison 
TimMcCaffrey 
{517) 319-6867 

City of Enst Lansing 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, 
RECREATION AND ARTS 

410 Abbot Road 
East Lansing, Ml 48823 

(517)337-1731 
www.cityofeosthmsing com 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Quality Services for a Quality Community 

February 27, 2018 

Mark Meadows, Mayor and 
Members of the East Lansing City Council 
410 Abbot Road 
East Lansing, Michigan 

Dear Mayor Meadows and Members of the East Lansing City Council: 

As the City Council is set to hold several public hearings this evening on revenue options 
for FY 2019 and beyond, I am writing at the direction of a unanimous East Lansing Park 
and Recreation Advisory Commission to renew our strongest possible recommendation and 
request that the East Lansing City Council place a bond measure before the voters to fund 
needed maintenance and reinvestment in the City's parks and recreational facilities. You 
will recall that the Commission made a similar, unanimous request nearly two years ago. 
The need for this action is even greater today than it was when we first brought this issue to 
your attention and it is growing. 

Having pruiicipated in the recent public engagements sessions on the City's budget 
priorities, we understand and appreciate the many competing interests the Council is being 
asked to weigh and the magnitude of the challenges. As you continue with your 
deliberations, we ask that you remember the following considerations concerning the 
merits of a pru·ks bond: 

1) A parks bond has significant value to the community, which is independent of 
the legacy cost solution the Council ultimately decides to pursue. The results 
of the community engagement process demonstrate clearly what we already 
knew: East Lansing residents value parks and are willing to invest in them. 
They also strongly oppose proposals to shutter recreational facilities, like the 
Hannah Community Center. Whether the Council decides to pay down legacy 
costs with an income tax, Headlee override, service cuts, or some other 
solution, the City will still have a parks and recreation capital deficit of 
between $8.6 and $14.1 million that needs to be addressed. A bond is a tested 
and true means for the community to reinvest in these treasured public assets 
and one we are confident the voters would enthusiastically approve. 

2) A parks bond does not constrain the Council from considering other revenue 
options to pay for legacy costs. The debt millage required to pay for a parks 
bond does not count against the City's millage limitation nor would it put the 
City in danger of reaching anywhere near its legal debt limit. Rather than 
seeing a parks bond as competing with the Council's other options. You should 
see it as a compliment to your other efforts. 



/ 

3) A bond is a uniquely appropriate tool for funding parks and recreational 
assets, because it spreads the cost of financing the needed improvements over 
the years of their useful life, rather than at a single point in time. It will also 
alleviate the pressure to spend general fund dollars on parks capital needs. At 
the same time, if we fail to invest in these assets now, the capital deficit will 
continue to grow and, at some point, leave the Council with little option but to 
close precious parks and recreational facilities. 

4) The 1996 library and parks bond has already matured. The 1998/1999 
Hannah Center and Aquatic Center bonds are set to mature in April 2019. The 
maturation of these bonds and the end of the associated debt millage makes 
now the perfect time to place this issue before the voters. As we pointed out in 
April 2016, allowing a new bond to step into the place of these expiring issues 
would have the effect of allowing voters to approve needed maintenance and 
reinvestment without asking more from their pocketbooks than they have 
already been paying in recent years. 

With these considerations in mind, either the upcoming August or November elections 
would be ideal times to place this issue on the ballot for voter approval. Please give East 
Lansing voters the opportunity to invest in the things that make East Lansing a great place 
to live. 

We look forward to hearing from City Council regarding this request. 

Sincerely, 

Gary B audoin, Chair and 
The Members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 


